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Jan Marx attended a cjty council meeting on Tuesday to discuss the possible upcoming changes in parking ticket prices.
SLOW countdown to Marx’s reign
After 10 days of counting ballots, Jan Marx has 
“unofficially” been declared the winner of the 
mayoral race in San Luis Obispo
A lic ia  F r e e m a n
ALICIAFREF.MAN.MD^GMAIL.COM
Jan Marx, a San Luis Obispo City 
Council member for the past six 
years, led the race against Paul 
Brown, a former city council mem­
ber and former owner o f M other’s 
Tavern downtown, with 205 votes. 
The other mayoral candidates, 
Cal Poly student Andrew Farrell 
and local artisan Donald Hedrick, 
“trailed far behind in the polls,” ac­
cording to The Tribune.
Marx said the wait for the votes 
to be counted was nerve-wracking.
“ I was cautiously optim is­
tic throughout the whole thing,” 
Marx said. “It’s wonderful to have 
the election over.”
Yet, Marx said she held a lead 
when the votes were first counted, 
but the county clerk Julie Rode- 
wald did not want to announce a 
definitive winner until all the votes 
were counted. Marx said she was 
grateful to the voters o f San Luis 
Obispo.
Bruce Gibson, District 2 super­
visor and a Marx supporter, said 
the close race was expected because 
of Brown’s record of service and 
name recognition. However, he 
said he looked forward to work­
ing with Marx because she would 
“make a great mayor.”
“She works hard to listen to 
all sides of an issue and has a very 
open and personable working 
style," Gibson said.
Marx said she plans to be avail­
able for her constituents and will 
do her best to meet their wishes. 
She also said she wants to hear 
from the students and work to fit 
their needs. To do so, she plans to
set up an office on campus to get 
more input from students as well 
as the prospective new president.
“1 am looking forward to 
meeting the new president and 
hopefully open a good comm u­
nication with the city and the 
school,” Marx said.
Marx said she also would be 
focusing on budget issues, mak­
ing neighborhoods in San Luis 
Obispo, managing bike trails and 
open spaces as well as .setting up 
an incubation facility to create 
green jobs for students hoping to
see Mayor, page 3
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Guest lecturer speaks on 
agricultural sustainability
H a n n a h  C r o f t
HANNAHCROFT.MD@GMAIL.COM
Cal Poly’s College o f Agriculture, 
Food and Environmental Sciences 
(CAFES) welcomed Cliff O hm art 
on Tuesday as part o f their Sus­
tainable Agriculture Lecture se­
ries. Ohm art is the vice president 
o f professional services at Sure- 
Harvest, a company which cre­
ates sustainability management 
software.
Each quarter, CAFES hosts 
a free public lecture to discuss
advancements in sustainability in 
various fields o f agriculture.
Professor and director o f the 
Center for Sustainabilky Hunter 
Francis said O hm art has been im­
pressed by Cal Poly’s agriculture 
programs and has been working 
with faculty and around San Luis 
Obispo for about four years.
Ohm art, who received a Ph.D in 
forest etymology from the Univer­
sity of California, Berkeley, joined 
SurcHarvest in 2009 and prior to 
that was the Sustainable Winc-
see Sustainable, page 2
Ohmart created a certification 
Iot suiRainability. He made it a 
certifiable,
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Director of the Center for Sustainability
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Cliff Ohmart who rrt;civcd a Ph.D. in forest entymoiogy from University of 
California, Berkeley, lectured on sustainability in agriculture on Tuesday.
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growing director at the Lodi Wine- 
grape Commission for 13 years. 
O hm art established the commis­
sion as a national and international 
leader in sustainable farming.
SureHarvests website refers to 
sustainability as a business strategy. 
Its goals are to promote sustainabil­
ity and show farmers how to make 
it profitable. They highlight the five 
“P’s” o f sustainability: principles, 
processes, practices, performance 
and progress.
Francis said O hm art’s accom­
plishments in the field of sustain­
ability arc impressive and innova­
tive.
“O hm art created a certification 
for sustainability,” he said. “He 
made it a certifiable, measurable
thing.”
Ohm art discussed an overview 
of SureHarvest, the challenges sus­
tainable agriculture faces, ways to 
develop sustainable farm strategies 
and the future o f sustainable agri­
culture.
“We need to get our arms around 
sustainability,” O hm art said.
Ohm art highlighted the impor­
tance of making sustainability a 
quantifiable measurement and said 
it is a very data-based measurement 
—  “And I love data!” he said.
O hm art said the future of sus­
tainable agriculture will soon be 
more self-directed.
“Five years ago, growers weren’t 
even thinking about this,” he said. 
“Now, growers are saying ‘for better 
or for worse, we have to focus on 
(sustainability).”
Agricultural businesses across 
California have adopted programs
^w^g>wers are saying ‘for bet- 
t^Orlror worse, we have to focus 
on (sustainability)^
• Cliff Ohmart
Guest Lecturer
implemented by SureHarvest. Their 
publication, “The Lodi Winegrow­
ers’ W orkbook” lays out a process 
by which farms and agricultural 
businesses can become more sus­
tainable.
Cal Poly tries to focus on sus­
tainability in the curriculum, espe­
cially within CAFES, according to 
the college’s website.
Environmental science fresh­
man Suzi Rozga said sustainability 
is a major part o f her curriculum.
“My concentration is climate 
change,” she said. “So it’s pretty 
im portant to me. My major classes 
are things like environmental law 
and climate and humanity.”
Professor Douglas Piirto, head 
of the natural resource management 
department, said sustainability isn’t 
a new concept in agriculture. He 
also said the recent spike in sustain­
ability research is inspiring.
“1 hope it’s not just a fashion­
able thing because nothing is going 
to change unless people are actually 
willing to work,” he said.
Francis said he hoped to fill the 
room in the Construction Innova­
tions Center, which seated roughly 
45 people, with students and fac­
ulty as well as a few local farmers.
Cal Poly’s Sustainable Ag Lecture 
Series began two years ago and has 
hosted prom inent figures in vari­
ous agricultural fields. One notable
whole different way of 
You can apply sustain­
ability to architecture, ei 
ing^  anything.
—  Hunter Francis
Director of the Center for Susuinability
speaker was Michael Pollan, author 
o f “The Omnivore’s Dilemma” and 
sustainable food advocate, spoke in 
October 2009 at the Sustainable 
Ag fundraiser dinner.
Francis said the lectures are pri­
marily advertised within CAFES 
majors, but he encourages anyone 
interested in learning about sus­
tainability to attend. ^ *
“It’s a whole different way of 
thinking,” he said. “You can apply 
sustainability to architecture, engi­
neering, anything.”
Agricultural business sophomore 
Wil Dasovich said he attended the 
lecture for credit in his viticulture 
class but was also curious about be­
coming more susuinable.
“I’m actually thinking of minor- 
ing in sustainability,” he said. “And 
I’m really glad I came because I 
learned a lot more about it."
' Piirto said sustainability is re­
ally a way of thinking, and learn­
ing about it can be applied to every 
aspect of life.
“So many things we don’t even 
think about revolve around sus­
tainability,” he said.
Fruit science junior Hillary Lind 
said her interest in the presentation 
stemmed from her interest in get­
ting her Pest Control Advisement 
license. She also works as a wine 
grape grower.
“I’ve been working in the viti­
culture industry and have been us­
ing sustainable practices," she said. 
“This was a really good opportunity 
to learn how to improve our sus­
tainability.
O hm art closed his presentation 
comparing agricultural farming to 
art.
“An artist told me that art is a 
world where the horizon is always 
receding,” he said. “And I thought, 
that is exactly what sustainable 
farming is.”
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Zero to 140,000: The future 
is quickly approaching
David Dynes is a computer engineer- 
ing freshman and the Mustang Daily 
technology columnist.
How awesome would it be to travel 
across the globe in less than three 
hours?
The Concord was a plane (now 
discontinued) which flew at speeds 
up to Mach 2 (that’s twice the speed 
of sound, which is about 700 miles 
per hour), and the SR-71 Blackbird 
flics at approximately Mach 3.
According to Fast Company. 
NASA is looking to research hyper­
sonic propulsion, pushing planes 
and spacecraft from around Mach 5 
to Mach 20. The United States Air 
Force is also researching hypersonic 
transport for use with aircraft and 
troop delivery.
The first test of the Hypersonic 
Technology Vchicle-2 (HTV-2) by 
the Defense Advanced Research 
Project Agency (DARPA) was Nov. 
1. The vehicle was built by lx)ck- 
heed Martin Corp. The Santa Maria 
Times reported that the HTV-2 was 
launched in a Minotaur 4 rocket, 
and designed to fly (or glide tech­
nically) at around Mach 20. Unfor­
tunately, the ship crashed into the 
Pacific Ocean after bnlv a few tests
were done.
So far, this technology is still in 
its infant stages, but I see a lot of 
benefits. On the commercial side, 
we get superfast travel anywhere 
in the world and eventually into 
space. For the miliury, they can 
respond within hours to anything, 
anywhere on the planet as well as 
numerous other benefits which 
the military has been rather tight- 
lipped about, according to Popular 
Science.
O n an even longer termed plan, 
NASA hopes to use hypersonic 
spacecraft to travel out of Earth’s at­
mosphere, to Mars (or somewhere 
else) and reenter the atmosphere 
to land. Fast Company noted. This 
would be an incredible opportunity 
to be able to travel out of the at­
mosphere to space stations, planets, 
moons, etc. And it should be hap­
pening within our lifetimes!
Sure, a lot of other things didn’t 
pan out (such as flying cars, robots 
and so on), but the theory is there. 
Hell, we can hope can’t we? After 
all, wouldn’t it be a pretty cool op­
portunity to get flown out to Mars 
to work on a project for a few 
months? 1 know 1 would volunteer.
Would vou?
Mayor
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stay in the area.
Andrew Carter, a city council 
member, endorsed Paul Brown 
because o f a “friendship factor”. 
He said Brown was tougher on 
fiscal responsibility, which was a 
key issue. However, Carter said 
he thought Marx would win.
“The race was closer than 1 
thought it would be," Carter 
said. “I thought Jan was going to 
win, but much more handily. My 
gut feeling was wrong.”
Carter said Farrell, though 
trailing in the polls, played a 
part in Brown's loss as third can­
didates have “many, many times 
before.”
“Farrell went up 9.2 percent, 
and Paul went down 8.7 per­
cent,” Carter said. “Andrew was 
taking votes from Paul. It shows 
the impact o f student voting and 
student running.”
Allen Settle, a former San Luis 
Obispo mayor, current city coun­
cil member and pre-law adviser at 
Cal Poly, said Farrell’s candidacy 
was a “spoiler.”
“The issue with him when you 
have that occur, you pull from 
both candidates,” Settle said. “It’s 
really hard to say who he pulled 
most votes for.”
Settle said he thought it was 
unusual Farrell did not come to 
speak to him for advice because 
of his association with Cal Poly. 
However, Settle said Farrell did 
have many students voting for 
him.
Marx also said Farrell made a 
difference.
“.My hat is off to Andrew Far­
rell for running,” Marx said. “He 
got 1 1 percent of the vote, which 
is significant."
Farrells votes aside. Carter 
said because of Marx's six years 
of experience on city council, she 
would be a good mayor, though 
Carter said she was more liberal 
than him on most issues.
“We now move forward to
governing, which is the hardest 
part,” Carter said.
The focus is now on how Marx 
served only two years o f her four 
year term, so her seat will have to 
be filled. Marx and the city council 
members will either appoint a new 
member or hold a special election.
Settle said filling the vacancy 
poses a challenge and is very im­
portant. He said it does not matter 
“who’s mayor and who’s (in) city 
council, it matters how they work 
together."
“My speculation would be that 
Jan would want to do an appoint­
m ent,” Settle said. “To do a special 
election would not be wise.”
Settle said a special election 
would both be costly and take too 
much time. However, if the coun­
cil member is appointed, an appli­
cation process would start on Dec. 
1 — the day Marx is sworn in.
Settle said the applicants then 
come with their applications and 
make a presentation. The council 
will vote and the victor could start 
making decisions as early as Dec. 
7.
If  it is a special election. Settle 
said it may go into spring or sum­
mer before a new council member 
is certified.
Beyond her decision to fill the 
council spot, Marx said she is ex­
cited for the opportunity to serve 
San Luis Obispo.
“I’m really looking forward to 
being mayor to everybody, not just 
the people who voted for me, and 
I want to improve the community 
and see if we can get the students 
interested in some o f the planning 
that is going on,” Marx said. “I’m 
hoping it will be a positive experi­
ence for everyone.”
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New U.S.-Russia START treaty shot down by Senate Republicans
P a u l R ic h t e r  
L is a  M a s c a r o
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
The Republican point man on nucle­
ar arms issues said Tuesday he would 
not support a quick Senate vote on 
the New START treaty with Russia, 
dealing a major blow to the Obama 
administrations hopes for the weap­
ons agreement and potentially its im­
proved relations with Moscow.
Republican Sen. Jon Kyi o f Ari­
zona said that, despite aggressive 
administration lobbying to win 
G O P support for a quick vote, 
there is too little time in the Sen­
ate lame-duck session to weigh the 
complicated issues covered in the 
treaty.
The treaty text was released to 
the Senate at the end o f April, a 
few weeks after it was signed in 
Prague, Czech Republic, by Presi­
dent Barack Obam a and Russian 
President Dm itri Medvedev.
But Kyi said he told Senate 
M ajority Leader Harry Reid, D- 
Nev., that he did not think the 
treaty could be brought to a vote 
“given the com bination of other 
work Congress must do along with 
the complex and unresolved issues 
related to START and moderniza­
tion” o f the U.S. nuclear weapons 
complex.
A num ber o f other Republicans, 
starting with Sen. M inority Leader 
Mitch M cConnell, R-Ky., have
announced they will follow Kyi’s 
lead. Kyis decision is final, an aide 
said.
Obama has said in recent days 
that U.S. ratification o f the treaty 
was a top priority for the remain­
der o f the year.
Adm inistration and Demo­
cratic leaders were surprised and 
angered by Kyi’s
next year, when the Republicans 
have six more seats in the Senate, 
the odds o f ratification will dim in­
ish.
At that point, to secure the nec­
essary 67 votes —  treaties require 
approval by two-thirds of the Sen­
ate —  the administration will need 
every Democrat and 14 Republi-
announcement.
But they said 
they would con­
tinue pushing 
the Republicans 
to agree to a 
vote.
“Given New 
START’s biparti­
san support and 
enormous im­
portance to our 
national security, 
the time to act is
now, and we will continue to seek 
its approval by the Senate before 
the end o f the year,” Vice President 
joe Biden said in a statement.
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Re­
lations Com mittee, said “we have 
to deal with this. O ur relationship 
with Russia is at stake.”
“If we don’t have time to deal 
with the security o f our country, 
something is really wrong with the 
Senate,” Kerry said.
Administration officials fear 
that if the treaty vote slips until
is a very com plicated  
s. It cannot be done 
overnight.
John Kyi
Arizona Senator (R)
cans.
In addition, there is a risk that 
Senate resistance will cause the 
Russians to try to revise or reject 
the treaty, souring U.S.-Russian 
relations.
Russian lawmakers already have 
warned that they were unhappy 
with what they viewed as American 
lawmakers’ attempts to reinterpret 
the pact.
The treaty, and the broader “re­
set” o f relations with Russia have 
been among the few major foreign 
policy accomplishments made by
the Obama administration.
This accomplishment comes at 
a time when the administration is 
struggling with a deepening Af­
ghan war, stalled Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks and an Iranian leader­
ship that appears determined to 
develop a nuclear bomb.
The treaty would lower by 30 
percent the cap on 
the num ber of long- 
range active nuclear 
warheads in the re­
spective arsenals of 
Russia and the U.S.
Many political 
analysts consider the 
New START treaty 
to be a small step, 
and it has strong 
support from U.S.
__________  military officials and
former senior dip­
lomats, including 
Republicans such as former Secre­
tary of State George P. Shultz and 
Henry Kissinger.
Obama and others have hoped 
the treaty would be an easy first 
step to more substantial arms re­
duction agreements with Russia.
They also hoped the treaty 
would encourage other countries 
to reduce their reliance on nuclear 
weapons, and persuade develop­
ing nations not to build nuclear 
bombs.
Bur Republican resistance to the 
treaty coalesced quickly. Kyi has
worried that the administration, 
which wants to move toward the 
elimination of nuclear weapons, 
intended to reduce the appropria­
tion for the huge nuclear weapons 
infrastructure.
The administration responded 
with a promise to add $4 billion 
over the next two years.
Kyi told reporters that he be­
lieved the adm inistration’s discus­
sion with him have been “in good 
faith.”
But he said that “this is a very 
complicated process. It cannot be 
done overnight. ... We don’t even 
have a plan in writing yet so it 
would be a little premature to talk 
about bringing it up in the lame- 
duck session.”
Stephen Young, an arms control 
advocate at the Union o f Con­
cerned Scientists, said “the U.S. 
military leadership has been very 
clear that they would like this trea­
ty as soon as possible.
The administration has done 
more than could be expected to ad­
dress whatever concerns have been 
raised, including pledging massive 
increases in spending on nuclear 
weapons.”
Young said Kyi “did not rule 
out consideration this year, merely 
stating he did not think it could 
be. Only time will tell if the ad­
ministration —  and our military 
— can persuade him differently.”
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B E V E R L Y  H IL L S  (M C T ) —
Authorities searched the home 
and office of veteran Hollywood 
publicist Ronni Chasen, who was 
killed early Tuesday morning in an 
attack in Beverly Hills. But they 
have no motive for the slaying.
Beverly Hills Police Sgi. Lin­
coln Hoshino said detectives are 
pursuing ail possibilities, includ­
ing any links to her business or 
personal life.
Hoshino would not directly 
comment on whether detectives 
would review security video foot­
age between the W Hotel, where 
Chasen was attending a premier 
after-party, and the crime scene in 
Beverly Hills.
But he said the department 
“will conduct a thorough investi­
gation and that will be pan of it.”
•  •
SAN  D IE G O  (M C T ) —
The Carnival Splendor cruise ship 
on which 4,500 passengers were 
stuck for several days because of an 
on-board fire will be out of service 
until Jan. 16, company officials 
announced Tuesday.
Ihe  Splendor was disabled Nov. 
8 when a fire broke out in the en­
gine room, and passengers had to 
cat cold food because the electric­
ity was cut off. Ihe  ship was towed 
into San Diego on IBursday.
Passengers will receive a full 
refund on their fares and air trans­
portation costs.
Ihe 952-foot ship is being in­
spected by the U.S. C'oast Guard, 
the National Transportation Safe- 
t)’ Board, Carnival engineers and 
technicians, and the Republic of 
Panama, where the ship is Ragged.
National
W A S H IN G T O N  D .C . (M C T ) —  
Attorney Susan Sher, the top aide 
to first lady Michelle Obama, is 
leaving the White House staff after 
Jan. 1 and returning home to Chi­
cago, Obamas office announced 
Tuesday.
Sher, a longtime friend of the 
first lady, was her second chief of 
staff. She took the position in June 
2009 after the departure of Jackie 
Norris, who helped lead President 
Obamas campaign in Iowa.
Sher was the first lady’s boss 
when both had high-level jobs at 
the University of Chicago Medi­
cal Center. A new chief of staff has 
not been named, the first lady’s of­
fice said.
Sher started in the White House 
counsel’s office in January 2009 to 
support the first lady’s office.
• •  •
A L A S K A  (M C T ) —
The Division of Elections has 
counted at least 1,000 more votes 
for Lisa Murkowski than Joe Mill­
er, and the absentees Miller was 
banking on didn’t go his way.
Ih e  current count stands at 
92,164 votes for Murkowski and 
90,448 for Miller. Murkowski’s 
numbers will grow as the state re­
views more write-ins.
The Division of Elections has 
at least another 10,000 write-in 
ballots to review, and the trend 
has been for the state to count 
more than 97 percent of them for 
Murkowski.
If this trend continues, 
Murkowski could win the race no 
matter what happens with Miller’s 
lawsuit asking for misspelled bal­
lots to be thrown out.
805.541.51 n
T-SHIRT
10%  Discount on all Cal Poly club orders!!!
International
E N G L A N D  (M C T ) —
Prince William is engaged to long­
time girlfriend Kate Middleton, 
Britain’s royal family announced 
luesday.
The 28-year-old heir to the 
throne and his fiancee will marry 
next year.
Announcement of the engage­
ment had been rumored for weeks, 
as palace watchers looked ahead 
on the royal calendar and specu­
lated that a marriage would have 
to take place sometime in 2011, 
sandwiched between other official 
royal activities.
Announcing the engagement 
now gives Buckingham Palace 
time to prepare for the most high­
ly anticipated royal event since the 
lavish wedding of William’s par­
ents, Prince Charles and the late 
Princess Diana, in 1981.
• •  •
C H IN A  ( M C I ’) —
Police detained eight unlicensed 
welders Tuesday in connection 
with a deadly high-rise apartment 
building fire in Shanghai that left 
53 people dead and at least 70 in­
jured, city officials said.
Investigators believe the weld­
ers may have been using their 
equipment improperly, sparking 
Monday’s blaze that engulfed a 28- 
story building in the heart of the 
sprawling Chinese metropolis.
About 17 people remained in 
critical condition, said Shanghai 
Deputy Mayor Shen Jun.
Family members scoured local 
hospitals for information on miss­
ing loved ones and aimed their 
frustration at authorities.
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Word on 
the Street
How do you stay focused on 
school so close to vacation?
4
{ “ I fiave a countdown to win­
ter break and give myself 
a reward at the end of ttie 
week.”
— Samantha Hawkins, 
agriculture graduate 
student
• ^  \  i
‘Til probably put my guitar 
away and think about my 
GPA,’’
— Ryan McBride, 
business administration 
freshman
» 5 ^  *
"I ihink about tlie vacation 
I m wt if king towai d — il I do 
txKlIv ori finals I won t be able 
to unpv it,"
~  c>ory 'tee. 
electrir.al engineering 
tre-i-.limari
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"\ j,(st keep going with my
W'Ol k . ”
— Audi lita Rodriguez, 
ait seniuf
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
says no more choice of paper or plastic
R o n g -G o n g  L in  li
LOS ANGELES TIMES
Enacting one of the nation’s most 
aggressive environmental measures, 
the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors voted Tuesday to ban 
plastic grocery bags in unincorpo­
rated areas of the county.
The vote was 3-1, supported by 
Supervisors Gloria Molina, Mark 
Ridley-Thomas, and Zcv Yaro­
slavsky, and opposed by Supervisor 
Michael D. Antonovich. Supervisor 
Don Knabe was absent.
The ban, which will cover nearly 
l.I  million residents counrywide, is 
to the point: “No store shall provide 
to any customer a plastic carryout 
bag.”
An exception would be made for 
plastic bags that are used to hold 
fruit, vegetables or raw meat in or­
der to prevent contamination with 
other grocery items.
11 grocers choose to offer paper 
bags, they must sell them for 10 
cents each, according to the ordi­
nance.
The revenue will be retained by 
the stores to purcha.se the paper 
bags and educate customers about 
the law.
“Plastic hags are a pollutant,” Su­
pervisor Zev Yaroslavsky said. “ Ihey 
pollute the urban landscape. Ihcy 
are what we call in our county urban 
tumbleweed.”
Mark Gold, president of the 
Santa Monica environmental group 
Heal the Bay, said previous county 
efforts to promote recycling of plas­
tic hags at grocer)’ stores was a fail­
ure.
“You cannot recycle your way 
out of the plastic bag problem,” 
Gold said.
“The cost of convenience can no 
longer be at the expense of the envi­
ronment.”
The measure is a significant win 
for environmental groups, which 
suffered a major defeat in Sacra­
mento at the end of August with the 
failure of the state Senate to pass a 
sweeping plastic bag ban.
The ban won the support of the 
state Assembly and Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger amid heavy and 
costly lobbying by plastic bag man­
ufacturers.
But the ban could cause confu­
sion.
The action by the Board of Su­
pervisors only covers the unincorpo­
rated areas of L.A. County, covering 
some neighborhoods like Altadena, 
Valencia and Rowland Heights, 
but doesn’t cover 88 cities in L.A. 
County.
City councils could adopt a simi­
lar ordinance.
Supervisor Michael D. Anton­
ovich raised the prospect that small 
mom-and-pop shops could suffer fi­
nancially because they won’t be able 
to buy paper and reusable hags in 
great volume, and could force low- 
income people to buy bags to pick 
up pet waste or carry their lunch.
“At a time of economic .u n ­
certainty, with a large number of 
husine.sses leaving our state and 
community this would not be an 
appropriate time ... to impose this 
additional regulation,” Antonovich 
.said.
Opponents of the ban told the 
supervisors that a legal challenge to 
the ban is still a possibility.
With the Tuesday vote, L.A. 
County’s measure is more stringent 
than similar bans adopted elsewhere 
in California, Cold said.
San Francisco’s ban, which 
passed three years ago, is less restric­
tive because it still permits grocers 
to offer customers bioplastic bags 
made from corn starch, which are 
imperfect because they also do not 
degrade in the ocean. Gold said.
Bans in San Francisco and Mal­
ibu also do not add a surcharge on 
paper hags, Cold said.
He said this docs not give con­
sumers an incentive to switch to re­
usable cloth bags.
Washington, D.C., decided to 
tackle the issue not with a ban on 
any kind of bag, but a 5 cent sur­
charge per any item of disposable 
hag.
Gold, however, said an outright 
ban will be more cffccrivc on reduc­
ing the 6 billion plastic bags that 
are used in L.A. County every year, 
which according to the county, ac­
count for 25 percent of the litter 
picked up here.
Government figures show that 
just 5 percent of plastic hags are re­
cycled.
Last week, the American Chem­
istry Council, one of the chief op­
ponents o f the ban, warned L.A. 
County leaders that the proposed 
ordinance and fee on paper bags fall 
under the voting requirements of 
Proposition 26.
fhe initiative,, which passed this 
month, reclassifies most regulatory 
fees on industry as “taxes” requiring 
a two-thirds’ vote in government 
bodies or in public referendums, 
rather than a simple majority.
County Counsel Andrea Ordin 
said Luesday the 10-ccnt surcharge 
on paper bags is not a fee covered 
by Prop. 26 because the revenue is 
being kept by the grocers and not 
directed to a government agency.
“ I look up my grades, itiat 
motivates me.”
— Jung-Eun Kim, 
art freshman
• . * 1 ^ v--
“ I inink about w inter oreak 
and all ti ie snovvDCjarding I’m 
going to do."
~  Nick Shields, 
environmental management 
junior
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MCC and Pride Center present ‘Two Spirits’ documentary
C a t h e r in e  B o r g e s o n
CATHERINEBORGESON.MD^MAIL.COM
The Multicultural and Pride Centers 
are uniting to screen the documen­
tary “Two Spirits” tonight, Followed 
by a discussion with L. Frank Man- 
riquez to celebrate Transgendcr Days 
of Awareness and Native American 
Heritage Month,
“Two Spirits” is about the role 
of transgender people in the Native 
American culture. It follows the mur­
der of Navajo Fred Martinez, who 
was a “nadleehr — a male-bodied 
person with a feminine nature, ac­
cording to Manriquez.
“Its about a young person who 
was brutally murdered just because 
of who he was, and that’s what this 
film is addressing —  the intoler­
ance,” Manriquez said.
The filmmakers of “Two Spirits” 
interviewed Manriquez for the docu­
mentary at the 20,th anniversary of 
the annual International Iwo-Spirit 
Gathering in Minnesota. She ad­
dressed the concept of being a two-
spirit from her perspective in the 
documentary.
“'Ihere arc a lot of Natives who 
identify as two-spirit, meaning that 
they have both male and female as­
pects,” Manriquez said. “It’s hard for 
the majority of Natives in the United 
States. I’m two-spirit, and I fit quite 
nicely wherever I go because I’m just 
sort of odd and oddly accepted .so it’s 
no problem,”
According to Manriquez, Native 
Americans in the United States have 
the highest suicide rates of any eth­
nic group. Two-spirit youth make up 
more than 65 percent of these sui­
cides.
Ethnic studies and women’s and 
gender studies profe.ssor Jane Lehr’s 
classes critically question the social 
construction of race and gender.
“Tliis film is really an example of 
how different societies can have more 
than two sex or more than two gen­
der categories which I think high­
lights not only that our experiences 
of being a man or woman is socially 
constructed, but actually thinking of
COURTESY PHOTO
Tonight’s screening of the film “Two Spiriu” will contribute to the Pride Center’s Transgender Days of Awareness by 
exploring the unconventional role transgender people have in Native American culture.
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ourselves as just one of two binary 
categories is afso socially construct­
ed,” Ixhr said,
I.ehr said if people take the idea 
that gender categories are socially 
constructed seriously, it suggests 
society could make changes and in­
crease acceptance.
“We could choose to organize 
United States societies with three, 
four or five genders and for many 
[■HTople who feel as though they don’t 
fit into our existing categories, that 
could be very liberating," Lehr said. 
“In some ways, looking at these Na­
tive American cultures with more 
than two genders creates the pos­
sibility of change within the main­
stream gender and sex constructions 
here in the United States.”
Psychology senior Kara Barbiéri 
said she finds two-spirits interesting 
from a gender studies’ perspective 
because the concept of having both 
masculine and feminine qualities 
in one body is not mainstream and 
is not a welcomed idea in today’s 
society.
“The concept has been com­
pletely accepted and actually revered 
in their tribes and culture; it’s just 
really amazing compared to how 
we view homosexuality and differ­
ent gender identities here,” Barbiéri 
said. “I’m really excited to see the 
video and see the whole presentation 
and actually meet somebody who is 
a two-spirit."
Interim Pride Center Coordina­
tor Jessica Cresci said she hopes the 
film will bring students together, 
especially reaching out to the trans­
gender population.
“I think it’s a group of people who 
aren’t typically talked about,” Cresci 
said. “Those who identify as two- 
spirits are almost invisible. No one 
knows about them — no one knows 
that it’s an identity that exists.”
According to Cresci, Cal Poly’s 
Pride Center has strong participa­
tion from students, but she does not 
see a lot of students who identify as 
transgender come in and use the ser­
vices the Pride Center has to offer. 
There is a disconnect in the queer 
community between those who 
identify as lesbian, gay and bisexual
and those who identify as transgen­
der, she said.
“We want to show people that 
there is a whole population of people 
out there who are almost invisible 
because of how our society is .set up 
—  we make them invisible,” Cresci 
said. “There is no place for them to 
identify who they are. So I think it’s 
important for us to host events like 
this to give people a new perspective 
and open their eyes.”
Elizabeth Graham, a political sci­
ence junior and Multicultural Cen­
ter diversity advocate representing 
the Native American Heritage Series, 
said she thinks the documentary is a 
worthwhile event to attend.
“It’s going to be really good and I
think it’s something that a lot of peo­
ple don’t know about," Graham said. 
“It’s really interesting to sec how it is 
viewed in Native American culture 
versus American society.”
Graham said she also saw this as 
an opportunity to collaborate with 
the Pride Center.
“We’re working with the Pride 
Center because it’s during their 
transgendcr days," she said. “It’s a 
great partnership to have because gay 
pride is really controversial in our \ 
society, so as part of the MCC, it’s 
interesting ¿o look at how different | 
cultures address it.” [
“Two-Spirits” will be shown to- J 
night in the University Union, room 
220 at 7 p.m.
►
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Harry Potter and his broomstick piease aii ages
KarUe Prazak is a journalism junior. 
Mustang daily copy editor and sex col-
Harry Porter and his world of witch­
craft and wizardry have won over the 
imaginations of children and adults 
worldwide. But there is something 
the invisibility cloak couldn’t hide 
from all of the witches and wizards 
at Hogwarts — the perverseness of a 
Muggle mind.
The more the fanciful world of 
Harry Potter develops, the easier it is 
to pull his broomstick.
Up until now, Warner Bros. En­
tertainment Inc. and author JK 
Rowling have successfully protected 
the Harry Potter name. If the Inter­
net is searched for various forms of 
scandalous Harry Potter parapherna­
lia the results won’t be very fruitful 
—  unless they are in the form of a 
YouTube or blog parody.
Don’t lose hope though, there are 
two incidents which flew under the 
protectorate’s bludgers to eroticize 
Harry Potter and the naughty bone.
First was an incident concerning a 
Mattel Toy released in February 2001 
called the “Nimbus 2000.” The toy 
was a vibrating replica o f the brt)om 
Harry Potter uses to uphold Grylfin- 
dor’s status as Quidditch champions, 
according to an article, in Ih e  New 
York Times written the same month.
Yeah, you heard right: a vibrat­
ing toy broom children arc expected 
to put between their legs and “fly" 
around on.
Shortly after its release, users on 
Amazon.com began commenting on 
the toy’s popularity among kids, es­
pecially groups of younger girls.
An archive o f  Amazons “Spot­
light Reviews” contained the follow­
ing comments:
—  “‘My 12-year-oid daughter is 
a big Harry Potter fan, and loved the 
part with the Nimbus 2000, so I de­
cided to buy her this toy ... Even my 
daughter’s friends enjoy playing with 
this fiin toy. I was surprised at how  
long they can just sit in her room and 
play with this magic broomstick!'”
—  “‘I rcccndy bought this for my 
son ... This toy gives him the abil­
ity to fly around the house zapping 
things. My only problem I see with 
the toy is the batteries drain too fast 
and his sister fights him over it, so 
now I need to buy her one.’”
—  ‘“When my 12-ycar-old daugh­
ter asked for this for her birthday, 1 
kind of wondered if she was too old 
for it, but she seems to LOVE it. 
Her friends love it too! They play for 
hours in her bedroom with this great 
toy. They really seem to like the spe­
cial effects it offers (the sound effects 
and vibrating). My oldest daughter 
(17) really likes it too! I recommend 
this for all children.”
Wait, did 1 read that right? Her 
17-year-old daughter likes to play 
with the Nimbus 2000? And this 
didn’t seem the least bit suspicious? 
Come on parents —  let’s think about 
this for a minute.
Soon after, sex stores in the Times 
Square area o f New York began sell­
ing the toys for $40, though Amazon 
sold them for about $ 15 to $20, ac­
cording to a MethodShop.com ar­
ticle. It appears as though the older 
Harry Potter fans could finally relate 
to what the kids found so great about 
riding on Harry’s magic stick.
Needless to say, Martel stopped 
producing the toy. The all-too magi­
cal broomstick was taken off shelves 
and is no longer available for pur­
chase on Amazon.com. I guess pre- 
pubescent pleasure and Quidditch 
don’t go together after all.
The other trend that has made its 
way into Harry’s world of witchcraft 
and wizardry is far more troubling 
than a simple toy malfunction. It is 
called “hentai" and is defined as: “a 
Japanese word that, in the West, is 
used when referring to sexually ex­
plicit or pornographic comics and 
animation, particularly those of Jap­
anese origin such as anime, manga 
and computer games,” according to 
Wikipedia.
Essentially, henui is the product 
o f  kinky comic creators which depict 
Harry Potter and his closest friends 
—  including the house-<lf Dobby —  
scantily clothed (or entirely exposed) 
casting and sharing more than just 
spells with each other.
The most shocking aspea o f  Har­
ry hentai is the realistic depictions. 
Even though they are hand-drawn or 
computer-generated images, each is 
vividly detailed and leaves very little 
to imagination. With a little butter- 
beer in your system, it would be easy 
to confuse the popular hentai comics 
o f  Hermione to the real witch (that 
is an oxymoron if  I’ve ever heard one
—  “real witch”).
To add the final flick of the wrist, 
each hentai is complete with a title 
and short description —  most of 
which spare the audience of clever 
puns and cut straight to the ch.ise 
about the erotic encounter.
Although it is fun to conjure up 
Harry Potter sexual innuendos — 
which include but are not limited to: 
never wanting to see his hairy cham­
ber of secrets or inventing new spells 
like finite orgasimoso — the whole 
hentai porn fad takes it a little too far 
in my opinion. It’s all fun and games 
until Harry’s owl gets out of its cage.
• Don’t cast aside all chances of a 
Harrv' Potter sex scene though. Vari­
ous online publications are leaking 
information about an alleged nude 
sex scene during which Harry tries to 
snatch Hermione’s snitch. Hopefully 
he doesn’t suffer from premature 
spell-aculation.
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N e w  ‘ H arry Potter’ m ovie charm s film  critics
C h r is t o p h e r  K e lly
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
“Harry Potrer and the Deathly Hal­
lows: Part 1” is the best film in the 
franchise since the fourth, “'fhe Gob­
let of Fire.” lh a t film was fashioned 
as a straight-ahead, old-fashioned 
thriller; this new one pushes things 
even further, into the realm of pure 
horror.
Ears are dismembered; wizened 
old ladies are transformed into man- 
eating pythons; and our young he­
roes race across an increasingly bar­
ren landscape, as the existential panic 
mounts all around them. Ih e  only 
thing missing from the exceedingly 
bleak massacre is a chainsaw.
Directed by David Yates, who 
made the previous two Potter pic­
tures, “Deathly Hallows” is one of 
two movies based on the final vol­
ume in J.K. Rowlings boy wizard 
series. (Part 2 will be released next
July.) That puts a lot of pressure on 
screenwriter Steve Kloves, who has 
to incorporate a great deal of exposi­
tion and set-up, most of which will 
not get paid off for another seven 
months.
Yet “Deathly Hallows” succeeds 
as a self-contained work, mainly 
because Yates and Kloves have done 
such an effective job creating and sus­
taining the grim mood. Even if you 
can’t follow all the beats in the story
—  and unless you are utterly steeped 
in Potter-iana, some of the talk of 
“horcruxes” and “polyjuice potion" 
is inevitably going to sail over your 
head —  you still find yourself pulled 
along by the films urgent, unnerving 
momentum.
The film begins, appropriately 
enouglt, in almost complete darkness
—  indeed, for much of the first 30 
minutes, cinematographer Eduardo 
Serra turns down the light so low 
that you sometimes need to squint to
make out what’s happening.
Lord Voldemort (Ralph Fiennes) 
has now taken corporeal form, and 
is determined to capture Harry Pot­
ter (Daniel Radcliffe) before he can 
be moved to a safe house. Ifie O r­
der of the Phoenix, the body charged 
with protecting him, develops what 
should be a foolproof plan to keep 
the young wizard safe —  but they are 
viciously attacked midflight. This ex­
cellent opening passage sets the stage 
for much of what follows, with long, 
quietly tense dialogue scenes giving 
way to bursts of bloody, gangster 
movie-style violence.
In quick succession, The Ministry 
of Magic collapses, and a new regime 
— determined to squash out “Mud- 
bloods,” the half-human, half-wiz­
ards among them —  is established. 
The Ordet of the Phoenix is sent 
underground. Harry and his two 
closest ftiends, Ron (Rupert Crint) 
and Hermione (Emma Watson) are
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forced into hiding.
For all the story’s plot and far- 
ranging scale, though, the marvel of 
Deathly Hallows is that it maintains 
such careful focus on the three cen­
tral characters, who must figure out 
how to destroy the remaining pieces 
of Voldemort’s soul that are scattered 
around the wizarding world.
Exile and ethnic cleansing don’t 
sound like especially comforting or 
even appropriate themes for a chil­
dren’s movie — until you start to 
realize that “Deathly Hallows” isn’t a 
children’s film at all. Yates has stripped 
away all last vestiges of kid’s stuff that 
adorned the earlier pictures
What he locates at the core of 
Rowling’s story is something much 
more poignant and powerful: The 
overwhelming fear of a trio of ado­
lescents reckoning with an adult 
world turned upside down; and the 
heartbreaking sadness of one young 
man who keeps watching others be­
ing sacrificed on his behalf.
“Deathly Hallows” ret]uires a lit­
tle more patience than most of the 
previous Potter pictures, especially in 
the long middle section, which finds 
Harry. Ron and Hermione travel­
ing around the English countryside, 
struggling with a locket that has the 
power to alter their personalities. 
Ifie movie is also hamstrung by a cli­
mactic rescue from a character who 
literally emerges out of nowhere — 
a cheat that was in Rowling’s novel, 
and that lamely gets repeated here.
But Yates also manages to find 
new way to surprise us, which isn’t 
so easy when we’re seven films into a
big-budget franchise, fhree-quarters 
of the way along, we learn the sto­
ry of the Deathly Hallows — three 
brothers who once cheated Death
—  and for a few elastic, eye-popping 
moments, the film shifts into anima­
tion. (This .sequence, supervised by 
Ben Hibon, might just be the single 
best thing in all seven films.)
In a series now crowded with doz­
ens of well-known actors, Yates also 
makes room for a few of the support­
ing actors to shine. Helena Bonham 
Carter, especially, needs only two 
scenes to give her Bellatrix Ixstrange 
an epically unhinged majesty, like 
Stevie Nicks crossed with Cruella De 
Ville.
TFie fourth film, for all its high- 
powered thrills, never lost sight of 
the fact that it was a story of teenag­
ers hurtling too fast into adulthood. 
By the same token, what makes 
Deathly Hallows so affecting is that, 
beyond the elaborate special effects 
and mythological mumbo-jumbo, 
this is a film grounded in ordinary, 
painful emotion.
Watch out for a brief bit in which 
Harry grabs Hermione and forces her 
to dance, in a bid to take her mind off 
their worries. As the handheld cam­
era zooms in to follow them, with 
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds’ “O 
C2hildren” playing on the soundtrack
— an anachronistic touch that none­
theless feels perfectly judged — these 
two anxious souls get to be kids, for 
just a few fleeting moments.
Ihen the music stops. And the 
panic starts up all over again.
MCCIAPCHY-TRIBUNE
Harry (Daniel Radclifiie, above) and friends set out to defeat Ixird Voldemon 
once and for all in the first mewie of the final “Harry Pbtter” scries.
www.muslanQclaily.net
A look behind the scenes of Fox’s m usical show ‘G lee’
L u a in e  L e e
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
For the creators of Fox’s most famous 
show, it’s not so much “Glee” as it is 
“Grit.” Essentially the cast and crew 
of the enormously popular series are 
able to conjure a movie musical in 
just one week.
Anyone who’s experienced dance, 
music or acting rehearsals knows that 
schedule .seems impossible. The show 
makers agree there’s jaw-clenching 
pressure to get the job done.
“Every episode is eight days,” says 
costume designer Lou Eyrich. “And 
we get a script three, four days into 
it, so we basically have four days of 
prep and then start shooting, and 
then catch up a little bit in the next 
few days.”
Music director Adam Anders not 
only prepares the music, but also 
orchestrates it, another gargantuan 
job. “I think this is the most civil you 
will ever see us because we are always 
Bghting for time,” he says. “We never 
have enough time, of course. But you 
gotta make it work."
Anders labors an episode ahead of 
the others. “When they’re shooting, 
the music has to be done,” he says. 
He works with a partner in Sweden. 
“We arrange everything ... we take 
our cues from (co-creator) Ryan Mur­
phy. ‘Do you want this to be a kind 
of ode to the original? Do you want a 
reinvention? What are we looking for 
here?’ We’re trying to serve the story, 
and we go from there.
“But, my whole thing is to kind 
of straddle the fence between what 
‘Glee’ is —  the inspiration and ev­
erything —  and not going cheesy. 
And that’s kind of what I’m always 
trying to do. Because it’s a little bit 
of camp, but we never go too far. So 
when 1 do go too far, that’s the stuft 
you never hear.”
Choreographer Zach Woodlee has 
eight hours per dance number, which 
include singing, of course.
Murphy (who created and execu­
tive produced “Nip/Tuck”) says he 
was naive when “Glee" began. “We 
didn't know what we were doing 
when we started. We were kind of 
making it up as we went along. But 
the one thing that really clicked for
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
Each one-hour episode of Fox:’s sitcom “Glee” is the result of an eight-day pro­
duction process the cast and crew endure.
me is when we went on tour, which 
was instantly sold out, which was 
amazing, and all the kids were there, 
and they would come out. Some of 
them would have two lines, three 
lines, and they got these huge ova­
tions, and they had their sort of mini 
Ian clubs.
“And I felt instead of going big­
ger and overstuffing Season 2, which 
1 think people would expect us to 
do, let’s go under it. Let’s really sort 
of dwell on a lot of these supporting 
characters like the Santana character, 
the Brittany character and the Mike 
Chang character and the Tina char­
acter. So we’re giving ail those ac­
tors big storylines this year because 
1 think people want to know about 
them,” he says.
“And last year because we were 
with (“American) Idol” in the second 
half of the season, I personally kind 
of blew it out. Like that Madonna 
episode had nine numbers, which 
was insane. So we’re scaling back a 
little bit and concentrating a little
more on the stories, and now I think 
we’re going to do five or six songs, 
but that’s just because I thought we 
were learning as we went."
Eyrich has the task of creating both 
the high school garb for the kids, as 
well as the fantastic costumes for the 
musical numbers. “It’s a dream job. I 
love my job,” she says. •
“It’s incredibly chaotic. Some days 
you will hear me screaming through 
the halls ‘I can’t do this anymore,’ and 
I come back loving it again. It’s really 
almost more of a challenge for me 
to dress them as regular high school 
kids chan it is to create the fim, crazy 
costumes, to stay true to the reality, 
to keep them young-looking, and to 
make people want to watch the show 
and be inspired by it.”
When Murphy and co-creator Ian 
Brennan first thought of “Glee,” one 
of their inspirations was the movie 
“Election.” “I think high school 
shows work, and I think college 
shows do not, because I think high 
school shows are about firsts: first
love, first kiss, first fights," says Mur-
phy^
“And one of the concepts of 
the show is when you are in a high 
school, at moments I think it feels 
like a suddenly bright light, spotlight 
hits you, and you feel very exposed, 
which is sort of a hyper-surreal place, 
so I think with that in mind, that’s 
why we do some of those moments.”
Now that “Glee’s” such a hit, 
Murphy says songwriters are eager to 
have their work featured on the show. 
One such plea arrived unannounced. 
“It was in a package and it was sort 
of handwritten and it was two CDs 
and it said, ‘Hi, Ryan. I hope you 
would consider some of these songs 
for “Glee,” and then it said ‘Paul’ 
(McCartney).’ And I opened it up 
and I think that it was ‘Michelle’ and 
it had these huge songs ... I was gob­
smacked. I grew up with that guy. So, 
o f course, we are going to do some­
thing with — I don’t think a whole 
episode, but something with him.”
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of Compassion Changes Lives”
Jenna Hager is a contributing correspondent to NBC's 
Toc/ay where she focuses on telling the inspiring stories of 
wonderful people doing great things across America. In 
addition to her role on Today’, she is an active teacher 
who serves as a reading ctK>rdinator in Baltimore, MD. In 
2006, Hager traveled to Latin America as an intern with 
UNICEF. During her joui-ney, she was inspired to write 
Ana's Story: A Journey o f Hope, a Hew York Times 
bestseller based on the life of a 17-year-old single mother 
living with HIV who is determined to shield her child 
from the abuse and neglect that riddled her own 
childhood. Jenna is still very involved with UNICEF and 
is currently serving as the chair of UNICEF’s Next 
Generation, an initiative dedicated to reducing 
preventable childhood deaths worldwide.
Jenna is a graduate of the University of Texas where she 
received a degree in English. In addition to Ana's Story, 
she is the co-author of Read Ail About It! Hager is the 
daughter of former U.S. President George W. Bush and 
Former First Lady Laura Bush. She is also the grandchild 
of former President George H. W. Bush and Former First 
Lady Barbara Bush.
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The Political-Entertainm ent Com plex
Jeremy Cutcher is a political science 
senior and Mustang Daily liberal col­
umnist.
As a political news junkie, I often 
watch MSNBC and Fox News to 
compare the difference in report­
ing and choice of news stories they 
cover.
One day over summer, I was 
watching the morning news pro­
grams on MSNBC and Fox News 
when Fox News interrupted their 
normal broadcast with breaking 
news: an airplane had its tire blow out 
on takeoff and was circling over the 
airport to burn up fuel so the plane 
would weigh less for the now slightly 
riskier landing. I found it somewhat 
interesting but decided to change the 
channel to see what was on MSNBC. 
After a little while, I changed back to 
Fox News to see what story they were 
now covering.
To my surprise, they were still 
covering the airplane, now’ discuss­
ing the landing problems that may 
arise with a retired pilot. The story 
had not developed any further (it 
was still burning off fuel, which it 
did for roughly an ^our or so) but 
they apparently deemed this story 
more pertinent than other stories 
about politics or the economy. And 
further to my surprise, the tire that 
blew out was one of the rear tires,
which did not really compromise the 
integrity of the aircraft, as the retired 
pilot informed Megyn Kelly. It made 
me wonder why, if there was no real 
danger and thus no real news story 
to cover, why Fox News was making 
it into a story. To be fair, I switched 
the station to MSNBC and it too 
was covering the airplane, although 
much less thoroughly, maintaining, 
for the most part, its standard news 
broadcast.
I realized then that it was a prod­
uct of the political-entertainment 
complex, the uniting of media and 
big business to generate a constant 
stream of revenue, the ri.se of 24- 
hour news media outlets.
Fox News has no doubt been a 
leader and a visionary in the cable 
news market, maintaining a large 
proportion of market share over the 
last decade. But Fox News has also 
developed a new type of news cov­
erage that has proven to increase 
profit margins; conflating .sensa­
tionalized editorializing with "fair 
and balanced" news coverage — the 
commentators provide the contro­
versy, whether real or fabricated, that 
hooks people in while the reporters 
maintain the semblance of Fox News 
as a news channel. As Fox News be­
gan getting more viewership, MSN­
BC decided to follow suit and add 
liberal commentators, most notably
Keith Olbermann whose sometimes 
bombastic and often aggressive style 
compared nicely with the likes of Bill 
O ’Reilly.
llic  problem with Fox News is 
that it allows factual errors on its non­
news programs (such as all those that 
actually earn them money: “O ’Reilly 
Factor,” “Glenn Beck,” “The Scan 
Hanniry Show," etc.). MSNBC at 
least maintains factual accuracy, or, 
if a fact is indeed misstated, is cor­
rected in a subsequent program, as 
I have seen on occasion. Fox News 
makes no apologies when their com­
mentators assert factual inaccuracies, 
saying it’s an entertainment program, 
not a news program. This has allowed 
them to develop what MediaMatters. 
org calls The Fox Cycle.
The first part in the six-step pat­
tern is when right-wing bloggers, talk 
radio hosts, etc. promote (and often 
distort) some news story. From there, 
Fox News picks it up, spins it heavily 
to one side and then proceeds to at­
tack the “liberal” media for not cov­
ering the story. Following the mob, 
mainstream media outlets pick up 
the story and reiterates what right- 
wing media outlets have claimed to 
be factually accurate. After Fox News 
credits themselves for breaking the 
story (which is step five in case you’re 
keeping count), and damage has been 
done, the story is exposed as distort­
ed or blatantly false. This pattern can 
be seen with the ACORN scandal 
(which McdiaMattcrs.org goes into 
detail about), and with the release
of the edited version of Shirley Sher­
rod’s speech that ended in her forced 
resignation at the USDA. lliese are 
just the tip of the iceberg.
The danger of this all is a misin­
formed populace, one in which 24 
percent mistakenly believe President 
Obama is a Muslim and 20 percent 
believe he wasn’t born in the United 
States (with 23 percent uncertain). 
It results in a p>opulace that gets 
wrapped up in the rhetoric, believing 
the platitudes offered by each party 
and finding combative ideological 
politics entertaining for the politi­
cal spectacle. It assuredly feeds into 
the polarization of politics, especially 
since conservatives and liberals each 
have their own networks through 
which to speak. The only safeguard 
against this is to read newspapers or 
newsmagazines in order to get the 
full story without the spin from the 
right or left.
When profit, and not the truth, 
becomes the primary driving force 
for news media, journalistic integ­
rity is often compromised because 
a controversial story (such as Sher­
rod’s supposedly racist comments) 
attracts more viewership chan a true 
story (Sherrod was sharing a story 
about how she overcame her feelings 
of racial ^ im osity  toward a white 
farmer).
A healthy democracy needs an 
informed citizenry, something the 
political-entertainment complex is 
failing miserably at achieving.
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Social constructions? M ore like social cages
Sarah Parr is a journalism junior and 
Mustang Daily copy editor.
A polished college degree, a high- 
profile career, fancy items to flaunt 
your riches.
Many people strive for such 
things in life. Everyone, young, 
middle-aged or old, wants to be 
“successful” and continue gaining 
success.
Yet, the items listed above are 
just excess; unnecessary in the big 
picture. All of the wonders one may 
get from being career-successful are 
just distracting from one of our only 
true purposes as human beings — 
to find and sustain a decent mate.
That’s right, folks. As the Beat­
les song goes, “All you need is love.” 
Not exactly love, but a partner to 
mate with and keep the human race 
alive. Love is a little something extra 
someone might feel about their part­
ner and is chemically debatable.
As human intelligence contin­
ues to grow, so does the amount of 
distraction from the bare essentials.
We’ve made our food system com- We’re wired to be the best in created. Exams, deadlines, applica- 
plicated and controlled, laws regu- order to attract the best mates. I tions for graduate school, updating
late where we can and cannot go assume back in the caveman days resumes. Why are we expected to
potty (urinating in public, anyone?) being the best meant hunting the subscribe to a system that doesn’t 
and of course, finding and attracting largest beasts. In the ‘50s, it could always allow us to live life to our
a mate is more complex and more have meant finding the most de- fullest potential and happiness? If
competitive than ever before. cent job available to raise a family we really did what we truly wanted
A man with a 
fresh law degree 
from a prestigious 
university may 
have to compete 
with John Doe for 
that appealing job 
at that one well- 
known law firm. 
Once he gets that 
job, he may de­
cide to go back to 
school to up his 
Juris Doctor de­
gree to an LL.D to 
make himself even
intelligence con- 
tiïlues to grow, so does the 
amount or distraction from 
the bare essentials.
—  Sarah Parr
Journalism junior
to do, many of us 
would be socially 
screwed —  deemed 
an anarchist, a com­
munist, a weirdo, 
etc. The pressure to 
conform is intense.
Guidelines are 
laid out for us in 
the form of televi­
sion, news articles 
or columns, fashion 
trends, you name 
it. The man who 
got the job at that 
law firm is expected
more viable as a professional attor- in a cookie-cutter house. Today, it’s to wear a suit every day to work. But
ney. Even then, the race for more much more than that. what if he dressed in brown stained
success is not over. He’ll keep chas- Papers, titles and recognition shorts and a tropical Hawaiian shirt?
ing more money and more power. determine our “success” in life. We What if this man chose to break free
Poor John Doe. stress out over complications we’ve from professional tradition and meet
his clients in the nearby forest for a 
peaceful, natural proceeding? This 
man would be seen as either crazy 
or quirky-cool, depending on who 
notices. If he is noticed as quirky- 
cool, other cool cats might catch on 
and say so, too. And so the highly 
impressionable continue on.
Was man ever a clear canvas 
without any outside influences to 
taint him? Did man ever live to 
only fulfill his own needs and not 
engage in hyper-competitive social 
warfare?
As cliche as this might sound, ev­
eryone should appreciate the simple 
necessities in life without worrying 
about and competing with the next 
person. Be self-sufficient. Try rely­
ing on only yourself. Grow your 
own food, challenge authority when 
it doesn’t seem just, breathe in the 
fresh air, close your eyes, fill your 
heart with love and appreciate the 
planet that sustains the lives of bil­
lions of creatures. Life is not this 
simple.
¡Viva la Vida! Latinos outlive whites, blacks by 3 years
The following editorial appeared in 
the Los Angeles Times on Sunday, 
Nov. 14.
Imagine if the United States could 
stretch the life span of its popula­
tion by a couple of years without 
spending billions of dollars on extra 
doctor visits or medical technology. 
That would be worth looking into, 
right?
Yet as a nation, we have paid scant 
attention to the so-called Latino 
paradox —  the surprising health of 
Latinos in the United States consid­
ering their generally lower incomes 
and education levels. They are less 
likely to have health insurance; they 
go to doctors less often and receive 
less in the way o f hospitalization or 
high-level care when they arc sick. 
Yet they appear to have lower rates 
o f heart disease, cancer and stroke, 
the biggest killers o f Americans. 
Pregnant Latino women get less 
prenatal care, yet infant mortality is 
lower among this group.
A recent study by the U.S. Cen­
ters for Disease Control and Preven­
tion suggests that federal interest has 
been piqued. The report, released 
in October, found that Latinos in 
this country outlive both whites 
and blacks, with a life expectancy 
of 80.6 years, compared with 77.7 
for the nation as a whole. (People of 
Asian ancestry have even longer life 
spans, but because of their relatively 
high education and affluence levels, 
those findings are not considered 
surprising.) Latinos tend to be less 
educated than African-Americans 
and their poverty rates are similar, 
yet Latinos outlive black people by 
nearly eight years.
How can this be? The CD C 
makes a couple o f guesses but of­
fers nothing in the way o f research- 
based explanations. Its study doesn’t 
distinguish between immigrants 
and non-immigrants, poor Latinos 
and affluent, people o f Bolivian
heritage and those of Mexican or 
Puerto Rican heritage. Yet teasing 
out the reasons for Latino health 
and life expectancy might be one of 
the most important public-health 
endeavors the nation could under­
take.
Latinos are the fastest-growing 
minority in the United States, and 
longevity is an integral part of the 
nation’s health profile. In addition, 
explanations for the paradox might 
offer answers to improved well­
being and Ion- ger life for all
Americans.
ways questioned at first because the 
results arc so surprising, yet studies 
keep reaching the same conclusion. 
Another theory put forward by the 
CD C is that the difficulty of immi­
grating might lead only the hardiest 
people to come to the United States. 
In response, Hayes-Bautista points 
out that most Latinos arc born here, 
and there are no huge differences in 
health — at least so far —  between 
them and immigrants.
The CD C also brings up what’s 
known as the “salmon bias” —  the
•c
«V
c o u n - 
try, rc- 
scarch- 
c r s 
have been 
p r o b i n g  
this mys­
tery for 
y e a r s .
Their in­
vestigations, though, are limited 
in funding and in scope —  for ex­
ample, the UCLA Center for the 
Study of Latino Health and Cul­
ture examines data on Latinos only 
in California. They have not been 
able to unearth the reasons, but 
their findings so far have led Da­
vid Hayes-Bautista, director of the 
UCLA center, to doubt the main 
possibilities set forth by the CDC.
The C D C  suggests, for instance, 
that the data might simply be 
wrong, that perhaps people’s ages 
at death were misstated. But Hayes- 
Bautista says that the data are al­
u ' —1
MARGARET SCOTT NEWSART
possibility that older, ailing Latino 
immigrants might return home 
for their last months of life. To 
this, Hayes-Bautista responds that 
most elderly Latino immigrants 
have lived in the United States for 
decades and have deep family and 
community tics here; there is little 
to draw them back to their native 
countries. Simple genetic differenc­
es arc seen as unlikely because, even 
within individual Latin American 
nations, people come from a variety 
of ethnic backgrounds.
Another explanation —  that 
aspects of Latino culture such as
health-related behaviors, attitudes 
and social networks are at play —  is 
mentioned only briefly in the CD C 
report, which focuses solely on a 
statistical analysis of death certifi­
cates. The next step for the federal 
government, which is looking to 
reduce medical costs and increase 
wellness by boosting preventive 
care and healthy lifestyles, should 
be to fund large-scale national re­
search on the topic. Others cannot 
suddenly adopt Latinos’ DNA, but 
they can learn to change how they 
act.
For example, pregnant Latino 
women are less likely 
to smoke, drink al­
cohol, use drugs or 
have sexually trans­
mitted diseases than 
American women 
as a whole. That 
probably helps to 
explain the lower 
infant mortal­
ity rates, and quite 
probably health lat­
er in life.
Here’s another 
behavioral differ­
ence: According to a 
Stanford study, white 
adults know more 
about nutrition than 
Latino adults —  but 
Latinos eat somewhat mote health­
fully, with higher cc nsumption of 
fruits and vegetables. Another pos­
sibility is exercise. In California, 
a 2005 study found. Latinos walk 
more than any ethnic group except 
American Indians, though another 
study found that Latinos get less ex­
ercise. Much of that walking is for 
transportation rather than leisure, 
because they are less likely to own 
a car. »
Many studies have found that 
social networks have a profound 
effect on health. Latino culture is 
particularly family-oriented; there
also are strong community and 
neighborhood networks, often tied 
to the church.
If any or all o f these are factors 
in the Latino paradox, there’s reason 
for concern that they will diminish 
over time. Second- and third-gen­
eration Latinos in the United States 
tend to smoke and drink more than 
their immigrant forebeats. Fast 
food, an expensive luxury in such 
countries as Mexico, is often the 
cheapest available food here and 
dominates the restaurant scene in 
poor black and Latino neighbor­
hoods. Billboards for fast food also 
are more common in these neigh­
borhoods, according to a report 
this month from Yale University’s 
Rudd Center for Food Policy and 
Obesity.
And a report last week from the 
National Council o f La Raza con­
cludes that although Latino chil­
dren who immigrate to the U.S. 
with their parents have lower rates 
o f obesity than their U.S.-born 
peers, their risk o f obesity increases 
the longer they live here. Nearly 40 
percent of Latino children in this 
country are overweight or obese. 
Mexican American women are 30 
percent more likely to be overweight 
than white American women.
O f the top 10 causes of death in 
the United States, one —  diabetes, 
an obesity-related disease —  is far 
more common among Latinos than 
the population as a whole. In other 
words, acculturation to the Ameri­
can way of life may worsen the 
health of Latinos, especially when 
combined with lack of access to 
medical care.
The piecemeal research so far of­
fers tantalizing hints to preserving 
life and health with a minimum of 
spending, but it will take a large- 
scale epidemiological study to un­
ravel the lessons in the Latino para­
dox for all of us.
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Call 805-756-1143 a day prior by noon
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to MUSTANG DAILY or paid by cradit card 
at MUSTANGDAILY.NiT
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE FOR STUDENTS:
Stop into the MUSTANG DAILY to find out 
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Have you ever tried to quit 
smoking or chewing?
Do you know som eone who 
you would like to quit smok­
ing or chewing? 
if so, help us celebrate the
Great American Smokeout
Thursday. November 18th! 
Com e visit our booth 
outside Cam pus Market 
from 10-3 to receive a free 
Quit Kit and valuable 
information regarding to­
bacco use. If you quit cold  
turkey by the Great 
American Smokeout day, 
you will also receive a 
voucher for a turkey sand­
wich! Also don't forget to 
see  the graveyard on Dexter 
Lawn of som e unfortunate 
familiar faces who passed  
due to tobacco use.
Discovering Research Day 
LAB TOURS
Thursday, November 18th
CFD Modeling of Low Noise 
CSTOL Aircraft 
Time: 11:30AM - Noon 
Bldg 192, Room 101
Antenna Anecholc Chamber 
Time: 1:00 - 1:30PM 
Bldg 4, Room 113
Micro Systems Technology 
Time: 3:00 - 3:30PM 
Bldg 41, Room 204
RSVP for these tours at 
http://esc.calpoly.edu
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Volleyball
continued from page 16
said. “But there’s no way I could 
do what I’ve been able to do with­
out (Alison) Mort’s passing, Sarah 
(Cawrse’s) setting, ‘D ’s blocking and 
Catie (Smiths) hitting. It’s really a 
team elFort.”
Libcro Alison Mort, who leads 
the team with 554 digs, accompanies 
Olowolafe as the only other Mustang 
senior leaving the squad when the 
season ends. The two were honored 
and thanked for their four years of 
hard work and dedication before the 
Mustangs’ victory over UC Davis on 
Saturday night.
“It didn’t really hit me that it was 
going to be my last night playing in 
Mott until they started to introduce 
‘D ’ and I to recognize us before the 
match,” Mort said. “It was sad, but I 
felt really excited and thankful that I 
got to spend my last four years here 
and make so many amazing memo- 
rics.
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Olowolafe and Mort are the 
only Mustangs with NCAA tour­
nament experience due to a Sweet 
16 trip as freshmen and they look 
forward to leading their team back 
as seniors.
Tlie team has now returned to 
lull strength with sophomore Holly 
Franks making her way back onto 
the court after a nagging injury. 
The quintet of Olowolafe, Franks, 
Graven, Jennifer Keddy and Smith 
will pose a unique challenge for any 
opponent over the rest of the sea­
son. All have shown their capabili­
ties at the net, posting double digit 
kills on multiple occasions.
Keddy also earned the team’s 
second Big West Women’s Volley­
ball Player of the Week award this 
week as she helped the Mustangs 
win both of their matches, record­
ing 27 total kills. Opponents have 
held her to less than 10 kills only 
three times this season.
Ih c  Mustangs finish the regular 
season against UC Riverside, which 
is winless in the Big West, with a 
goal of taking the match in straight 
games. Ih e  team then has eight 
days in limbo, practicing and stay­
ing driven for a post-season they 
can only hope awaits.
For now, Olowolafe maintains 
a single-minded focus, postponing 
the emotions that will surely follow 
the conclusion of the season.
“I haven’t accepted the fact that 
next quarter I’ll be a regular stu­
dent, without workouts and volley­
ball,” Olowolafe said. “But 1 don’t 
think it’s the end of our season by 
a long shot.”
Halladay
continuedfrom page 16
intense workouts, finish more 
games started than anyone else, 
leave teammates wide-eyed —  but 
the attention wasn’t near that of 
2010.
After pitching the second post­
season no-hitter in history, Hal­
laday turned down invitations 
to appear on national TV shows. 
During the season, the interview 
requests were greater than ever, 
and Halladay refused most. On 
Monday, a day before being named 
the Cy Young winner, Halladay 
was revealed as the cover athlete 
for the 2K Sports video game Ma­
jor League Baseball 2K 11.
Incredibly, Halladay exceeded 
whatever expectations were set in 
December, when he was acquired 
from Toronto for three prospects, 
or in February, when he arrived 
daily at Bright House Field in 
Clearwater, Fla., before any of his 
teammates and the rising sun.
“W hen you talk to him, you 
see he has an edge to himself,” 
pitching coach Rich Dubee said. 
“He has a lot o f confidence. Ih e  
way he went about his business 
from Day 1.... This guy doesn’t sit 
still. There’s always something he’s 
trying to do to get better. That’s 
the amazing thing.”
Halladay’s 2.44 ERA was the 
lowest for a Phillies starter since 
1992, when Curt Schilling had a 
2.35 ERA. Halladay threw 250 
2/3 innings, more than any pitch­
er in the majors. He struck out
219 batters and walked 30. He led 
the majors in both complete games 
(nine) and shutouts (four).
The Phillies were successful in 
2010, and Halladay had as big a 
part as anyone. The season began in 
April with seven stellar innings of 
Halladay in Washington and, 175 
days later on the same mound, Hal­
laday threw a complete-game shut­
out to clinch the Phillies’ fourth 
straight NL East crown.
That night, Halladay skipped 
around the visitors’ clubhouse at 
Nationals Park, spraying his team­
mates with champagne. He wore 
goggles and a wide smile on his face, 
a rare chance at seeing Halladay 
with his emotional guard down.
“This is the coolest thing I’ve 
been a part of,” Halladay said that 
night.
Whenever Halladay took the 
mound, his teammates would echo 
those words. The possibility for 
something special always existed on 
those nights. A few times, history 
was made. Usually, Halladay was a 
dom inant presence, one unparal­
leled in the National League.
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Volleyball seeks bid to NCAA Tournament, travels to UC Riverside
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAILY
MidiUe hitter Dominique Olowolafc has helped her team to a 21-7 record this season, averaging 2.79 kills per set.
J . J .  J e n k in s
JJJENKINS.M D^M AIL.COM
With one game left on the Cal Poly 
women s volleyball schedule, the team 
is forced to play the waiting game. 
Three consecutive wins cemented the 
team the third place spot in the Big 
West, but they are still out of reach 
of conference leader Cal State Ful­
lerton and, consequently, without an 
automatic bid to the NCAA tourna­
ment.
However, thathas not diminished 
the hopes of those on the team, espe­
cially head coach Jon Stevenson.
“We are past the 20-win mark 
and if we can win again, I really feel 
good about our chances of getting an 
at-large berth," Stevenson said.
To this |x>int the Mustangs have 
posted a record of 21-7, with four 
defeats coming in matches that went 
the full five games and a conference 
record of 11-4.
The teams bclicl that they deserve 
a plate in the field of 64 is based on 
self-confidence, built through a dif­
ficult season and big wins.
The season started on a high note 
with a 3-2 victory over Ari7X>na, a 
team that is now ranked No. 20 in 
the country.
The team even batded through 
senior Dominique Olowolales bro­
ken finger that she suffered against 
Notre Dame. They lost three straight 
games without their primary offen­
sive weapon.
However, the team rebounded 
following a loss to Nebraska, a top- 
10 opponent, and went undefeated 
over 10 games in September without 
Olowolafe.
“It was a challenge, it means a lot 
to be on the court,” Olowolafc said. 
“But it allowed me to see how much 
I really love volleyball.”
Overall, Olowolafc said the teams 
best days are ahead and they are ready 
to shine under the bright lights of the 
NCAA tournament.
“We need a chance co show every­
one what were capable of,” Olowolafe 
said. “We have something special.”
In her absence, highly recruited 
freshman Kristina Graven stepped 
up to fill the void. Graven leads the 
team with 439 kills, nearly four per 
set, earning a Big West Womens Vol- 
leyb.Tll Player of the Week Award in 
September after only three weeks of 
play. ^
“Its been a really cool opportu­
nity, I’ve had a great time,” Graven
tee VoUeybalU 15
Phillies’ Halladay wins Cy Young Award in unanimous fashion
M a tt G e lb
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
PHILADELPHIA —  When Roy 
Halladay was named the winner 
o f the National League Cy Young 
Award on Tuesday, he was golf­
ing in Mexico with Mike Sweeney, 
Chris Carpenter and Chris Young. 
Yes, even Halladay knows how to 
take a vacation and find a foursome 
somewhere.
In a few weeks, Halladay will 
once again beat just about everyone
to.the Phillies’ spring training com­
plex in Clearwater, Fla. (After real­
izing this could be a problem, they 
gave the man his own key.) He has 
already begun an arm strengthening 
program. OK, so vacation isn’t all 
rest.
But claiming another signature 
moment Luesday in what was a sea­
son full o f them, Halladay could fi­
nally reflect. After the perfect game, 
all o f the victories, and complete 
games, then the postseason no-hit­
ter, Halladay said there eventually
would be a time for looking back.
Being named the unanimous 
winner of the NL Cy Young pro­
vided that.
“It’s by far the most fun I’ve ever 
had playing this game,” Halladay 
said.
He became the fourth Phillies 
pitcher to win the award and the 
first since Steve Bedrosian in 1987. 
Halladay won overwhelmingly, to 
no one’s surprise, receiving all of a 
possible 32 first-place votes from 
members of the Baseball Writers’
Association o f America.
He is just the fifth pitcher in his­
tory to win the Cy Young in both 
leagues; having won the American 
League award in 2003 with the Blue 
jays. The seven-year gap between 
awards is the longest in history.
For winning the award, Halladay 
receives a $250,000 bonus.
“It was everything I’d hoped
it would be,” Halladay said. “I’m 
looking forward to trying to im­
prove on it next year."
Ihat will be a tall task. If any­
thing, going to Philadelphia simply 
reinforced what many around base­
ball knew: Halladay could very well 
be the best at his craft. In Toronto, 
he did the same things —  plan
tee Halladay, page 15
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MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
Starting pitcher Roy Halladay finuhed 21>10 with a 2.44 ERA and 219 strike- 
onts with the Phillies this season. He also pitched nine complete games.
